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Houghton-le-Spring Heritage Walks 

Houghton Cut Heritage Walk 

Map extract from Google Maps   |   https://www.google.co.uk/maps 

The Houghton Cut Heritage Walk covers a 

distance of around 5km and takes in many 

gradients.  Unlike other heritage walks, which 

focus on the history of buildings and land, this 

walk originated as an exercise routine but still 

passes through some historic and noteworthy 

places as detailed here.  A version of the walk 

was observed twice a day and along with a 

calorie controlled diet led to one person losing 

38kg (6 stones) in the last three months of 2013. 

 

 

NAME: Houghton Cut Heritage Walk 

 

LENGTH: Approx 5km (3.2 miles) 

 

START POINT: St Michael & All Angels Church 

VIA:  Houghton Cut / Stoney Gate / Newbottle 

END POINT:  Newbottle Street shops 
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1.  Start at the arched entrance to St Michael & All Angels 

Church.  

 

2.  Walk from the arch in the direction of the White Lion 

public house. On your left will be the old Rectory gardens, 

a public park since 1949, and as you pass the Church on 

your right you will pass Avanti, an Italian restaurant and 

formerly the Golden Lion coaching inn.  

 

3.  Continue walking ahead and bear left along Newbottle 

Street, Houghton's main shopping street. Originally 

known as Newbottle Lane, the street was added to on the 

west side in 1907. You will pass the Britannia public 

house on your left and numerous shops on your right 

before an opening which leads to Pottery Yard where the 

only remaining building is that of an old woollen mill.  

 

4.  Remain on Newbottle Street until a second opening 

appears, that of Mautland Street, beside the Sanctuary 

bike shop. Walk up Mautland Street, passing Houghton 

Methodist Church on your right. This is a 1980s building 

which replaced the original Primitive Methodist Chapel.  

 

5.  Walk past the Co-Operative supermarket which 

opened in 2001 on the site of Mautland Square, a 1970s 

shopping precinct with flats. Bear right and as you walk 

around the corner you will be greeted with a pedestrian 

footbridge which crosses the A182.  Take the stairs or 

easy access ramps onto the bridge and head into 

Houghtonside Estate which was built in 1973/74 

following the earlier demolition of many old properties 

and side streets off old Sunderland Street in preparation 

for the construction of the A690 dual-carriageway which 

opened in the summer of 1970. 

 

6.  Walk towards the garages then head right. In front of 

you will be the barriered slip road of the A690 but a 

footpath extends to the left. Take this footpath which 

slopes up the hillside towards the magnesian limestone 

hills which shield Houghton to the north. As you pass the 

houses on your left you may notice a property with a flag 

pole where the Union flag or flag of St George can often 

be seen being flown.  

 

7.  As you come to the end of the estate, cross over the 

road and follow the winding path across the field and up 

the hill. Old streets to have stood in this area were: High 

Hillside, Low Hillside, George Street, and Balmer Street. 
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8.  After 100 metres the footpath will come to a junction 

offering you the choice of: left to Houghton Comrades 

Club at Pear Tree Place; diagonal-right to a bus stop on 

the A690 dual-carriageway; immediate right through a 

subway to Sunderland Street and Hillside Cemetery; or a 

path forward up to Houghton Cut. Go straight ahead and 

be prepared for the steep uphill climb! 

 

9.  As you proceed up the very steep hill you will see a 

remnant of High Hillside which extended to the left. As 

you get closer to the rocks of Houghton Cut on your left 

you will see embedded into the hillside a trace of an old 

wall which shored up the hill behind the old houses.  

 

10.  Continue walking up Houghton Cut and take care as 

this road can be hazardous: on your left are loose rocks 

from the Cut and on your right is the very busy road of 

the A690. As you head up the Cut you will pass two 

yellow grit boxes for this is a dangerous incline in the 

winter months, but more interestingly on your right, 

across the A690, you will get a glimpse of the restored 

lych gate archway which marks the entrance into Hillside 

Cemetery.  

 

11.  As you reach the crest of Houghton Cut you are 

greeted with a lay-by for cars (often used as an overnight 

car park for foreign lorry drivers despite the recent signs 

saying not to). There is a bench if you feel the need to 

rest (you will have walked around 400 metres since the 

start of the incline) but be warned: it is adjacent to an 

overflowing bin but worse still this area reeks of stale 

urine.  

 

12.  Continue ahead. On your left you will pass a large 

rock which marks a public right of way (left to the top of 

Houghton Cut and right to skirt around the perimeter of 

the quarry landfill site back to Grasswell). Ahead on the 

left you will see the large fence of Over the Hill Farm.  

 

13.  As you pass Over the Hill Farm, which first appears 

on the Ordnance Survey map of 1858, take care as the 

footpath is extremely narrow! You will notice on your right 

hand side and across the A690, a stone sign which reads: 

'WELCOME TO THE ANCIENT TOWN OF HOUGHTON-

LE-SPRING'. This sign features the black sable Gilpin 

boar, now the crest of the town, although this version 

sadly has the crescent moon omitted from it.  
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14.  From Over the Hill Farm, the path extends ahead for 

around 600 metres to Stoney Gate. On your left and right 

sides are fields which are still worked by local farmers, 

including the Greenshields. In all seasons you can see 

people hard at work here.  Continue along the path until 

you reach the crossroads at Stoney Gate. 

 

15.  Follow the footpath left along the High Lane, leaving 

behind you the Stratstone car dealership, formerly the 

premises of Reg Vardy. As you travel along the Lane take 

in the views around you, which include Greenshields' 

Farm on your right and views of Houghton Quarry on 

your left.  After 600 metres from the crossroads you will 

reach a crest in the Lane (with a private road to the left 

down to Over the Hill Farm): look carefully and you will 

see Durham Cathedral in the distance!  

 

16.  Continue walking along the footpath and the High 

Lane becomes Sunderland Road and then South Street 

as you pass through the village of Newbottle.  On your 

right you will see the domineering gothic vicarage 

accompanied by St Matthew's Church which opened in 

October 1850.  As you continue ahead, on your left is a 

row of houses called Rosedale Terrace and on your right 

is East Farm buildings which were converted into homes 

in the 1990s. 

 

17.  As you descend through Newbottle you will soon 

approach traffic lights at crossroads on the crest of a 

large hill where you are afforded spectacular views of 

County Durham in front of you (can you see Pontop 

Pike?).  Head left onto Houghton Road and cross over at 

the pedestrian crossing.  The former Queen's Head 

public house, now an Italian restaurant, is on your right.  

 

18.  Continue your descent down Newbottle Bank into 

Grasswell.  You will pass: on your left, Cellar Hill Close; 

and on your right, School House and the closed 

Newbottle Community Centre which was originally 

Newbottle County School.  Terraced houses will appear: 

West View is on your left and Cellar Hill Terrace on the 

right.  This is a busy road, so take care when crossing the 

roads ahead as you continue past Grasswell Chippy: there 

are numerous entrances into the side streets of Grasswell 

Terrace, Chester Street, Lumley Street, Ruby Street and 

Hylton Street - all evidence of Houghton's population 

boom thanks to the colliery which opened in 1827. 
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19.  Walk ahead through Grasswell along the long-since 

demolished street of stone houses known as Quarry Row, 

passing the JET fuel station on your right.  To your left 

you will see the raised premises of Houghton 1st Scouts, 

preceded by a wooded piece of land where St Mark's 

Mission, which opened as a church of ease in 1883, once 

stood.  The Scout headquarters are adjacent to the 

entrance to Houghton Quarry (now a closed landfill site) 

and the domineering Table Rock which overshadows the 

brick remnant of the Houghton Colliery substation.  

Continue walking ahead: the large fence on your right 

marks the boundary of the Houghton Colliery site and 

was erected following the closure of the pit in September 

1981.  On your left you will see Tyre Spot which stands 

on the site of the old pit school, neighboured by 

Houghton Comrades Club at Pear Tree Place, a car 

garage then the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses.   

 

20.  Your walk ends as you re-enter the centre of 

Houghton-le-Spring and the Newbottle Street shops. 
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Disclaimer 

All walkers following a Houghton Heritage Society walk/route do so at 

their own risk.  You are responsible for your own risk assessment and 

health and safety.  Public Rights of Way are not depicted in this 

document; measurements are approximate; you should have the land 

owner’s permission before attempting any walk which crosses private 

property. 

 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a mechanical 

retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by means, electronic, 

mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without written 

permission from the author. The author and publisher have made all 

reasonable efforts to contact copyright holders for permission.  Any 

errors that may have occurred are inadvertent and anyone who for any 

reason has not been contacted is invited to write to the publisher so that 

a full acknowledgement may be made in subsequent editions of this 

book. 

 

Your attention is drawn to the full Houghton Heritage Society disclaimer 

which can be accessed by clicking ABOUT on the home page at:  

www.houghtonlespring.org.uk 

 


