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Houghton -le -Spring Street  Guide s: 

Nesham Place  

 

 

NESHAM PLACE (pronounced ôNee-shamõ) is located east of Houghton-le-Spring town centre, a 

short walk from St Michaelõs Church via Church Street.  The name derives from John Nesham, 

a coalmine and railway owner, but is often incorrectly spelt as ôNeashamõ, which is a place 

south-east of Darlington.  The area was also known as Quality Hill owing to the affluence of the 

people who lived there, coupled with the grand houses.  The historical significance of the 

properties was recognised when the Nesham Place Conservation Area was designated in 1975. 

 

Paul Lanagan 
PAUL LANAGAN BA HONS 

LOCAL HISTORIAN 
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NESHAM PLACE AROUND 1900 
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NORTH SIDE OF THE STREET CONTINUING ON 

FROM MYRE HALL, CHURCH STREET: 

 

 

× Melrose, Nesham Place  

(North Side) 

A high walled property located next door to 

Myre Hall Residential Home, Church Street. 

1998 ð Sold in October 1998 for £135,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

× Nesham House, Nesham Place (North Side) 

This is a modern property which stands on the site of the Presbyterian Church. 

Six windows along the top. 

Door in centre with large pillars on each side. 

1983 ð Nesham House was built on the site of the Presbyterian Church. 

2009 ð Listed for sale with a price tag of £450,000. 

 

:: Gap :: - leads to Oaklands, Nesham Place. 

 

× Cheswick House, 2 Nesham Place (North Side) 

Details to go here. 

 

× Unknown 4 Nesham Place (North Side) 

Assumed it is 4 Nesham Place. 

1916 ð Jane Dobson, 86 years, of 4 Nesham Place, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in January 

1916. 

 

× 6 Nesham Place (North Side) 

1906 ð Elizabeth Jane Forster, 56 years, of 6 Nesham Place, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in 

April 1906. 

 

MELROSE, 1947 
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× Wenvoe, 6A Nesham Place (North Side) 

This property appears to have been named after the Welsh village of Wenvoe. 

1979 ð A first floor bathroom was added to the property at the rear. 

 

× 8 Nesham Place (North Side) 

???? ð Occupied by Mrs Kirtley, a teacher at the Newtown Infants School in the Market Place. 

 

:: Gap :: - with a white gate. 

 

× The Manor House, 10 Nesham Place (North Side) 

The Manor House has a plaque on its main door which reads: DR JOHN A SINCLAIR. 

Property with two doors and the curved window in the centre. 

1891 ð Manor House occupied by Dr Walter Lyon and his assistant, A. Neatts. 

1891 ð Jane Elizabeth Shanks, aged 76 years, widow of the late mathematician William Shanks.  

(Was the Manor House separated into apartments up at this time?) 

1950s to 1970s ð The Manor House was the practice of Doctors Sinclair, Robson and Locke. 

To be confirmed as being Number 10 

 

:: Small gap between the properties:: 

 

 

× Laburnum House,  

12 Nesham Place (North 

Side) 

This property has a solitary laburnum 

tree growing in its small strip of 

garden. 

Five windows along the top. 

1901 - Jane Elizabeth Shanks, aged 

86 years, lived at 12 Nesham Place, 

with her niece Margaret and servant 

Mary E. Petch.  Jane, wife of 

mathematician, William Shanks, had 

previously lived at the Manor House. 

 

 

:: Gap :: - leads to properties behind, including Krysan, Nesham Place. 

 

 

LABURNUM HOUSE 
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× Krysan, Nesham Place 

1968 ð A house called Krysan was built on land behind the main road of Nesham Place. 

???? ð Occupied by a Mr A Humphreys. 

1983 ð The present owners (as of Dec 2011) moved in. 

2011 - A wellbeing consultancy was based at Krysan, Nesham Place. 

 

× Ashleigh, Nesham Place (North Side) 

× Heatherlea House, 12 Nesham Place (North Side) 

× Warden House, 12 Nesham Place (North Side) 

1701 ð The property was built in 1701 or 1702 as a Manor House. 

1745 - An extension, consisting of eight rooms, for use by the servants, was built onto the west 

end of Warden House (this extension was named Ashleigh in later years). 

c1870s ð Farm buildings, cottages and stables to the rear of the property were demolished. 

c1886 ð Dr James OõFlannaghan moved his practice in to Warden House from Church Street.  

In 1891 he was there with his wife, four daughters and three sons.  He ceased practising in 

1898. 

1906 ð The property deeds show that the land was split up between Ellen Todd, Ellen Pearson 

and their stepmother, Elizabeth Dixon. 

1906/1947 ð The property was separated into Ashleigh, Heatherlea and Wardenhouse. 

1940s to 1970s ð Hetherlea was owned by Mr & Mrs R Bowness. 

1950 ð On April 26
th

 1950, Heatherlea House became a listed building. 

c1960s ð Ken Richardson, local historian, lived in Ashleigh. 

c1960s ð Heatherlea was owned by Mr & Mrs R Reeves. 

c1996 ð Ian Trevor Brown lived in Wardenhouse. 

 

× The Wynnes, 14 Nesham Place, (North Side) 

c1900 ð This property was added to Warden House as an extension, as servant accommodation 

consisting of nine rooms.  Apparently, two rooms were won back by the owner of Warden 

House, leaving the Wynns as an L-shaped building. 

???? ð The property was divided off from Warden House and became the tied residence for the 

headmaster of the Royal Kepier Grammar School. 

A twin-fronted house, made of a newer type of bricks than that of its neighbours.  For many 

years this was the constituency office for Fraser Kemp MP. 

 

× 16 Nesham Place, (North Side) 

16 & 18 appear attached to each other and constructed of the same type of stone. 
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× 18 Nesham Place, (North Side) 

A three-storey property with a garage attached (consisting of one door and a garage door). 

???? ð Apparently owned by pharmacist Colin Ross. 

2013 ð Listed as for sale on a local estate agents website with an asking price of £325,000.  It 

was described as having òfour bedroomsó and òa private secluded walled garden to rear with 

superb mature lawns, borders, fruit trees (including a listed pear tree), conifer, seating area, 

patio and barbeque, integral garage with electrically operated up and over door.ó 

 

× 18A Nesham Place, (North Side) 

1931 ð The property is thought to have originally been the garden of 18 Nesham Place and a 

Chemist shop was erected on the site around 1931. 

1971 & 1974 ð advert ð E. Owsnett, butchers.  All fresh killed beef and local lamb and pork. 

Telephone 843404. 

1996 ð London Gazette, Bankruptcy notice, April 22
nd

 1996 ð Edward Owsnett, Butcher, 18A 

Nesham Place, and 19 Newbottle Street. 

1996 ð The shop was known as W. Woods, electrical. 

2008 ð Northolm Pet Supplies opened in 2008 and was still present in 2013. 

 

  

NESHAM PLACE, 2011 
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× 19 Nesham Place, 

(North Side) 

???? ð Post Office (on 1958 o/s map) 

???? ð 19 Nesham Place was 

occupied by the Ritchey / Ritchie 

family. 

2011 ð Market Place sandwiches. 

2013 ð Advertised for sale with a price 

of £189,950 and described as having 

3 bedrooms, 3 reception rooms and 

one bathroom. 

 

 

 

× The Wheatsheaf Public House, 20 Nesham Place (North Side) 

For details of the Wheatsheaf Pub, including past landlords, visit the Public Houses section.  

 

 

  

WHEATSHEAF PUB AROUND 1900 

19, NESH AM PLACE, C.1950 
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SOUTH SIDE OF THE STREET CONTINUING ON 

FROM HOUGHTON HALL, CHURCH STREET: 

 

 

× 1 Nesham Place (South Side) 

Semi-detached property. 

 

× Houghton House, Nesham Place (South Side) 

Double fronted with curved archway to the right. 

1901 ð Occupied by Francis Grimshaw, widow, daughter Frances J, and son Arthur Grimshaw, 

a civil engineer. 

???? ð Occupied by Steve Hanson and his wife Sonia Hanson (nee Riani). 

2009 ð Sold in December 2009 for £340,000. 

2011 ð Airedale Forestry Ltd. 

 

:: Gap :: - leads to two nurseries. 

 

  

HOUGHTON HOUSE 
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× Nesham Private Nursery 

Occupies a building which was formerly the place of worship for Bethany Church, which 

relocated to land between Durham and Hetton Roads. 

 

× Houghton Community Nursery School 

Located next to the private nursery. 

 

 

 

× The Old Academy, 7 Nesham Place (South Side) 

Three storied property with plaque stating:  HYT 27FT 

Further information on the history of this property is required; the Old Academy sign in the 

house doorway appears to be modern and it is thought that the Academy was actually on the 

north side.  This is based on an antique print of the Academy which clearly depicts the property 

now known as the Manor House (10 Nesham Place tbc) on the north side. 

 

× 9 Nesham Place (South Side) 

No 9 and 11 are made of a more modern brick. 

1958 ð O.S map ð empty plot of land. 

 

7, NESH AM PLACE 
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× 11 Nesham Place (South Side) 

No 9 and 11 are made of a more modern brick.  The property does not necessarily stand on the 

same site as the original number 11. 

1904 ð Elizabeth Jane Hunter, aged 4, of 11 Nesham Place, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in 

January 1904. 

1958 ð O.S. map ð empty plot of land. 

 

:: Road called Mount Pleasant :: 

 

 

 

× Nesham Cottage, Nesham Place (South Side) 

2002 ð A modern bungalow was built on the site of the former Nesham Place Methodist Church.  

The entrance to this property is on Mount Pleasant.  For a full history of Nesham Place 

Methodist Church, which was built in 1837 and expanded in 1867, visit the Methodism in 

Houghton section of the Houghton Heritage website. 

 

× 15 Nesham Place (South Side) 

This property is made of a more modern brick than other properties in Nesham Place. 

 

× 17 Nesham Place (South Side) 

This property is made of a more modern brick than other properties in Nesham Place. 

 

  

QUALITY HILL AROUND 1900 
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× 21 Nesham Place (South Side) 

This property is made of a more modern brick than other properties in Nesham Place 

There doesnõt appear to be a 19 Nesham Place, as number 21 was next door to number 17. 

 

× 23 Nesham Place (South Side) 

This property is made of a more modern brick than other properties in Nesham Place. c1900 ð 

Photo shows the original building which stood on this site was a store owned by H. Walton.  A 

plaque adorned the property which read: HYT 36 FT.  A sign on the building read: ôR. HALL. 

General cartman, furniture removed on reasonable terms.õ 

 

× 25 Nesham Place (South Side) 

This property is made of a more modern brick than other properties in Nesham Place. 

1966 - Sign Post Church Magazine ð George Turnbull of 25 Nesham Place, passed away aged 

64 years. 

 

× 27 Nesham Place (South Side) 

This property is made of a more modern brick than other properties in Nesham Place. 

 

× 29 Nesham Place (South Side) 

This property is made of a more modern brick than other properties in Nesham Place. 

 

× 31 Nesham Place (South Side) 

This property is made of a more modern brick than other properties in Nesham Place. 

 

:: Footpath to Kirklee, formerly known as Kirklee Lane :: 

 

 

 

THE MODER N SIDE OF NESHAM PLACE 
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LOCATION TO BE CONFIRMED 

 

× Nesham Hall / Cottages, Nesham Hall Yard, Nesham Place 

1903 ð Marion Ann Hunter, aged 1 day, of Nesham Hall Yard, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in April 1903.  James 

Edward Patrick, aged 11 days, of Nesham Hall, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in December 1903. James Edward 

Patrick, aged 11 days, of Nesham Hall, was buried at the cemetery in December 1903. 

1905 ð Elizabeth Jacobs, aged 73 years, of Nesham Hall Yard, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in September 1905. 

1906 ð Anne Kellett, aged 14 months, of 3 Nesham Hall, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in September 1906.  

Jonathan Kellett, aged 34 years, was buried at the cemetery in October 1906. 

1907 ð Emily Jane Allen, aged 2 m, of 6 Nesham Hall Yard was buried at Hillside Cemetery in January 1907. 

1908 ð Sarah Poulter of Nesham Hall was buried at Hillside Cemetery in October 1908. 

1909 ð William Todd, aged 5 hours, of 2 Nesham Hall Yard was buried at Hillside Cemetery in March 1909. 

1910 ð One year old, Ann Elizabeth Harrison, of Nesham Hall Yard, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in October 1910. 

1912 ð Fourteen year old, John George Harrison, of 16 Nesham Hall, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in November 

1912. 

1914 ð Mary Jones, aged 91 years, of 6 Cottages, Nesham Yard, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in April 1914. 

 

× Rector Greyõs daughter 

1908 ð Mary Katherine Grey, daughter of the late Rector John Grey, was residing at Nesham 

Place.  She died in May 1908 and was interred at Hillside Cemetery.  Property number currently 

unknown. 

 

× 3 Nesham Place 

1905 ð John Henderson, aged 4 months, of 3 Nesham Place, was buried at Hillside Cemetery in July 1905. 

 

× 30 Nesham Place 

1881 ð Occupied by George Wheatley, Crimean War veteran, and Houghtonõs sweet factory 

founder. 
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Disclaimer  

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a mechanical retrieval system, or 

transmitted, in any form or by means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 

otherwise, without written permission from the author. The author and publisher have made all 

reasonable efforts to contact copyright holders for permission.  Any errors that may have 

occurred are inadvertent and anyone who for any reason has not been contacted is invited to 

write to the publisher so that a full acknowledgement may be made in subsequent editions of 

this book. 

 

Your attention is drawn to the full Houghton Heritage Society disclaimer which can be accessed 

by clicking ABOUT on the home page at:  www.houghtonlespring.org.uk 

 

 

QUALITY HILL AROUND 1915 


