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{ CAN YOU HE]

If you have any old photographs of HougH®®pring that |8
you would like to share, please contact Paul Lanagar
via www.houghtonlespring.org.uk '

FACES AND PLA§

Photographsare treated with care and respect and are ¢
returned promptly once they have been copied. 2

Allowing your precious photographs to be copied and.§
shared ensures that they will be aroufat generations to 4§
come. ..

i 1953 Coronation, 1977 & 2002 Jubilee photos also want i
) a special commemorative book in 2012!




i waitl
A Census to look forward tod make
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WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTONIAI
the quarterly magazine of the
Houghton Heritage Group. In this
second issue you will notice th
recurring Bernard Gilpin theme,
which is in commemoration of
Hought onos gr ea
died on March 4" 1583. The front
cover features an ancient drawin
of St Michael & All Angels Church
as viewed from the southeast
corner of the churchyard.

N THANK YOU FOR ALL of the
@l positive feedback for the first issue
| do hope this issuewas worth the

We also have the 2011

&4 sure you fill your copy in, as it wi

B be used by your descendants i

100 years timed how time flies!

PAUL LANAGAN BA HON.

757-3890
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) WEB UPDATES O

www.HOUGHTONIeSPRING.org.uk

The HH website is updated frequently.

Just click on the UPDATED link on the
home page to see wha
the updated pages during the past three B
months include:

Rectory Park Time Line T details
about the imminent demolition of
Houghton Area Office.

Colliery Time Line 1 banner
information for 1872, 1965 and 2003.
> Bernard Gilpin 7 articles now grouped
together for ease of reading.

:: Newtown County School i photo and
memories of this little school in the
Market Place.

:» School Zone Resources i dHoughton -
Then& Nowd act.i vities

:: Sunderland Street i 1911 occupants. 2 Py
;i

"

Find us on ,,ﬁe
Facebook @

To join the HH Group on Facebook

simply follow the link from the
main website and

groupo !'button

EE For a large

version of The -§
Houghtonian, read the
online PDF, which can be -
increased in size onscreen
up to a whopping 6400% in
Adobe Reader!

print §
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Bl IN THIS AGE OF DIGITAL

devices, we often take for granted how
easy it isto find out the time; we don't
need to wear a wristwatch, we simply
glance at our mobile phone or ipod,
but during the Victorian era, time
keeping while out and about wasn't so
PO casy. In 1884 the people of Houghton

agreed that an illuminated clock would
Yl e beneficial and the best place to erect
2 it would be in the tower of St Michael &
All Angels Church. This would not be
W the first clock in the Church, however,
S 2s a metal engraving from 1784
features a clock above the door on the
west wall of the church. Records also
show that a Ralph Porter was
responsible for maintaining a Church
clock between 1559 and 1605, while in
1662 a John Hope was responsible for
P repairing and maintaining the clock.

1884 - January 16th - a public
meeting, later referred to as e Bernard
Gilpin Tercentenary Public Meeting, was
held in St Michael's Church Hall in the
Rectory grounds. Seven resolutions
were proposed and carried which saw
o the forming of a committee and the
opening of a bank account for the
raising of funds to insall an iluminated
clock in the Church tower, to make
repairs to the Church fabric, and for the
erection of a proper means of access to
the Belfry.

>

1884 - March 4th - A sub-committee
for the Bernard Gilpin Tercentenary was
formed. Various meetings took ace
that month and it was agreed
unanimously that "if the Funds admit of
it, a new Clock, with one or more dials,
illuminated and raised, if possible, be
obtained."

1884 - April 3rd - The Rector presided
over a meeting where it was agreed tc
accept the estimate of Messrs Reid &
Sons for a new illuminated turret clock
at the cost of £115, with Cambridge
chimes, £160, provided sufficient funds
were raised. Early subscriptions paid
into the account were from the Earl of
Durham (£5), Rector John Grey (£5)
and J. Gilpin Brown Esq (£2 10s).

1884 - May 1st - The Bishop of
Durham preached at St Michael's
Church on the occasion of the Bernard
Gilpin Tercentenary Commemoration.
Gilpin's tomb in the south transept was
decorated with a cross and wreath of
flowers.
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In the evening, Rev C.S
Collingwood, who had recently
written a book about Gilpin, gave a
lecture in St Michael's Church Hall.
It was reported in the April 1884
Church Magazine: "We are sorn
that the Lecture, which was most
interesting and exceedingly well

delivered, had not a larger
audience."
1884 - May 4th - The

Commemorations continued on the
Sunday with a sermon by the Rector
at the morning service. Rev George
Body, Canon of Durham, preached
in the evening. The collections
raised £7 for the Menorial Fund.

1884 - June - The illuminated
clock fund stood at £130 11s 11d
and the Church improvement fund
stood at £568 6s 5d. The largest
donation in the clock fund had
come from Sir George Elliot (€10 =
£483.10, t oday)ds Fundsa
were used that mamth to panel the
walls and ceiling of the organ
chamber in the hope it would
prevent the damp from ‘injuring the
organ'.

1884 - August 18th - At a
Committee meeting it was agreed
that no steps should be taken to
install the clock until the full amount
had been raised. Funds were at
£140, with £30 or £35 still needed.
Appeals were placed in the Church
magazine where it was said:
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A look at the GilpinTercentenary Clocl

"As the dark evenings are rapidly
coming on, an llluminated Clock would
be a great boon to the town and
district, and every effort should be
made now to raise the comparatively
small amount that is wanted.”

1884 - September 1st- A Committee

meeting was held in the Rectory. It was
proposed by Mr Joseph Stokoe and
seconded by Dr Lyon that: "The Rector
and Churchwardens...settle the terms of
an agreement with the Local Board,

with reference to the erection of the
proposed new llluminated Clock in the
Church  Tower, and the future
maintenance and lighting of the said
Clock." and that an application be made
to the Local Board to contribute to the

cost of the clock's installation.

1884 - October 13th - A report was
presented at a Committee meeting in St
Michael's Church Hall and stated that:
the new clock would be handed over to
the Local Board and would become
their property; the Rector and
Churchwardens onsented to the clock
being placed in the Church tower, with
the costs (and Faculty cost) borne by
the Local Board; the Local Board would
have access to the clock at all times
and would keep it going and in good
order; the Local Board was to pay the
Rector and Churchwardens one shilling
a year so long as the clock remains in
the tower, and that should three
months' notice be given, the clock be
removed and the clock chamber and
tow?r be restored.

1884 - October 20th - An agreement
was’ made between the Retor,
Churchwardens and Local Board for the
future maintenance of the clock.

1884 - December 13th - A Faculty
(Diocese permission) was granted for
the erection of a clock in the Church
tower. At the meeting in October, it
was agreed that the Rector and
Churchwardens be empowered to make
arrangements for the purchase of the
clock once the Faculty had been
granted.

1884 - December 27th - Rector John
Grey reported that the funds for the
Bernard Gilpin Tercentenary came to
£148 2s 5d for the clock, £41 1s fa
church  improvements and £36
expended by the Churchwardens on
cleaning and colouring the walls and
roof, plus other works, taking the total
to £290. Adjusting the amounts into
modern equivalents using the National
Archive's currency converter gives
£14,000, of which the clock cost

£7,155.72. The clock was installed into
the Church tower in late December.

1885 - April - It was reported in the [Btgs
Church magazine: "We are pleascii
to see that the llluminated Clock hasy
at last been completed to the
satisfadion of the Committee. The
chimes and striking apparatus seem

to be now in good working order; an
improved pendulum has been added,
and the works...cased in." A broade§
minute hand was expected to be
installed at a later date and appeal
went out for more donations to cover @
the unexpected expenses.

N W

\

By Paul Lanagars;
Images below: The outside view ('o
the clock, left, and the clock workings »

inside the tower, right, photographed
by Paul Lanagan in 2006. -

Detalls of the Tercentenary Committee anc

Cl
www.HOUGHTONIeSPRING.org.uk
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READERS THE
previous issue WI|| recollect
the article about Houghton
Area Office - the old
'‘Council Offices' building in
Rectory Park. That article
had been written in October
2010 and at the time, no
information  had  been
available about the
building's prospective
demolition.

It is now known that
Houghton Area Office is up
for demolition, with
planning permission
passed, and a prospective
date of April 2011 in the
pipeline. It is thought that
the construction methods
used in this 1960s building,
including the use of
asbestos, would result in
costs of £500,000 should
the building have been
modernised. That coupled
the building being
'surplus to requirements'
led to demolition being the
best option.

8 Recently, Paul Lanagar
raised the issue of the
building's treasures with the
City of Sunderdand Council.
The Offices housed the
1967 foundation stone, the
1968 opening plaque, two
War Savings Campaign
plaques 1943 & 1944, a
plague and shield for
Houghton's adopted
warship, HMS  Wellard,

1941, Old Rectory Plaque

1951, as well as the John
Mawstonbench, 1987, within
the grounds. Paul also
enquired about other items of
antiquity, as there had been ¢
suggestion that the 1953
Coronation Committee's
noticeboard, which stood in

the Broadway until 2006, and
the original sign for the Gilpin
Thorn, which can be see
erected alongside the ancient
hawthorn in photographs
from the 1950s, were stored
in the Offices in a cupboard
under the stairs. Alarmingly,
none of these ten precious
items had been identified
individually in the planning
permission papers, and Pau
was concernedthat the items
may have ended up damaged
or lost. After an exchange of
emails with those responsible
for the demolition, Paul
received assurances that nov
the plight of the items had

N 7 e
P R

been raised, they would be
recovered and stored safely.

His enquiries revealed tha
the 1953 noticeboard had
been collected several year:
ago as part of a scheme for
schoolchildren, and that the
Gilpin Thorn sign can no
longer be found. The loose

i 757- ?90 K5

plaques and shields have nov §
been taken for storage to the |,

Hetton Centre, while
dedication stone is still in situ

and will be removed by hand

during the demolition.

Houghton Heritage members '
can rest assured that the fate
and final destination, of these ®

the §

”

) ) o
items will be followed closely.

and in the meantime thanks

are extended to Houghto

Ward Councillor, Kath Rolph?
and Council Officer, Jim
Hope, for their assistance in
safeguardingthese items.

THIS PLAQUE COMMEMORATES
OPENING OF THESE OFFICES
ON NOVEMBER 57 1968

CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING U D.C

o
WN.b. Since hearing of

the hint of
demolition in summer 2010
Paul Lanagan has
documented and recorded
the exterior and interior of the
building. To see a selection
of photographs, visit the

Houghton Heritage website 4

prospective F
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL HAS along -

term project to help eradicate Polio : Bt Gl o
around the world. To help raise local 3 ¥ Houghton-Le-Spring
awareness of this  virus, and how it :

affects those around the world,

Hought onos Rotary

have planted purple crocuses in the

area around the Rotary Stone in

Dairy Lane. Purple was chosen as

this represents the colour of the dye

which is dabbed on the little finge rs
of those who have been immunized.

Rotay 6s work to eradicate the di sease has

I f youdbre in the area and youdd Ilike to

a | ook at Rot arydés other plaques in the
presented to the town on February 24 2005 in an official ceremony presided

over by Sunderland Mayor, Councillor James B Scott; and the Rotary Centenary
OHear't of Gol d6 Rose Bed, opposite Durham
Houghton -le-Spring was formed in April 1947 and has been very acti ve in the .
town since then, most notably with the annual Houghton Feast ox roasting

tradition 1 and long may it continue.

m'léiﬂ' "IEEH
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Bernard Gilpin
Died: March 4 ™ 1583

The following time line is still

8 @uinder constructiondand gives a
¥ flavour of the main events in the

B\

2 life of Bernard Gilpin. Numbers

Il n brackets 1 ni
d something worth considering
alongside his achievements.

| hope to update the time line

th details of
O wi | do beland,tohce m
A date or dates can be

¥ ascertained.
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1517 - Bernard Gilpin was born, one
of the youngest children and fourth
son of Edwin Gilpin of Kentmere,
Westmorland.

1533 - At the age of sixteen,
Bernard Gilpin attended Queen's
College, Oxford.

1540 J Gilpin [23] graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts.

1542 & Gilpin [25] graduated with a
Master of Arts. He was ordained ir
this year.

1549 6 Gilpin [32] graduated with a
B.D.

1552 - Bernard Gilpin [35] left
Oxford and became Vicar of Norton
(near Stockton) in the Diocese of
Durham in November 1552.

1553 - Bernard Gilpinleft Norton in
April or Mayand travelled to Europe
in the early months of 1553.

July 1553 - Queen Mary | ("Bloody
Mary") ascended the throne anc
began the restoration of Roman
Catholicism to England.

Visit the new Bernard Gilpin section on the

Houghton Heritage website for more info!
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1556 & Bernard Gilpin [39] returned February 1583 - Gilpin [66] was in ik

P

to England from his visit to France, a weakened state following arfg:
Germany and Holland and was incident which occurred in Durham j
presented with the Rectory of Market Place; he had been struc

Easington and made Archdeacon of down by an ox!
Durham by his Uncle, Tunstall,

Bishop of Durham. March 4th 1583 - Bernard Gilpin

died at the age of 66 years. He wa{

March 1557 & Bernard Gilpin [40] interred the next day in a grave

accepted the offer of Rector for the [NSide Houghton Parish Church. A
parish of Houghton-le-Spring. large altar tomb was later erectedjy

on the site. i

October 29th 1558 - Bernard Gilpin 1884 [date adjusted] - The
[41] became the Rector of HOUghtoR 1o cantenary of Bernard Gilpin'sE

le-Spring. death was marked. The '
_ parishioners of Houghtonle-Spring £
Nov 17th 1558 - Queen Mary Idied. | icoq the funds to purchase, instalj

o and maintain a clock in the Church :
1566 0 Bernard Gilpin [57] cofounded o - This clock can still be seerf

the_ Kepier School in_ Hou_ghtqnle to this day. :
Spring around 1566 with his friend, % % % % k-
John Heath, a Londor_l merphant. 19678Gi | pinés tr a '“f
The Royal Charter was signed in 157-

an ox to feed t h¥
and the sc_hool became known as the resurrectal at Houghton Feast by
Royal Kepier Grammar School.

the Rotary Club of Houghtonle-

Spring and continues to this day.
Oct 27th 1582 - Bernard Gilpin [65] " 9 o0 COMUNUES IO IS €4y

made OUt.hiS.' Last Wi”. & Testament. 1983 5 Funds were raised by th
Around this time he saidin a letter to
a friend: "I have a very weak body
subject to many diseases." A plague
was raging through Houghton at this
time and may have prompted the wiH
writing.

parishioners of St Michael & Alf
Angels Church for the installatiorg
of a magnificent stained glass@
window in the West wall of the
church. The window depict the*
life of Bernard Gilpin. t

By Paul Lanagar






